
HAY QUERÉTARO 2019 PROGRAMME

THURSDAY 5 SEPTEMBER

[HJ1] 10:00 – 11:30 ITESM
Journalism: the BBC Mundo model.  With Lucía Blasco, Alberto Nájar and Juan Carlos
Pérez 
At this  workshop, editors and journalists  from the BBC’s Spanish-language service will  talk
about the experience of BBC Mundo: broadcasting, scope, new media, working models, etc. The
BBC is a gold standard for news quality, journalistic rigour and diversification with several radio
and television channels and a strong online presence. 
Event for university students only  

[HJ2] 14:00 – 15:00 UTEC
Roberto Emparan in conversation with José Carlos Arredondo Velázquez
The Spanish physicist Roberto Emparan has put into prose his research into quantum gravity in
the  fascinating  book  Iluminando  el  lado  oscuro  del  universo:  Agujeros  negros,  ondas
gravitatorias  y  otras melodías  de Einstein.  One of the most brilliant  scientific  minds of our
times, Emparan will talk about black holes, gravitational waves, superstring theory and general
relativity, shining light on the secrets of the cosmos. In conversation with José Carlos Arredondo
Velázquez, rector of the UTEC.
With the support of Acción Cultural Española

[HJ3] 14:00 – 15:00 UNI Anáhuac
Between two rivers: literary criticism as a form of living. Filippo La Porta in conversation
with Fabrizio Cossalter
Filippo La Porta is  an Italian  journalist,  essayist  and literary  critic.  His most recent  book is
Disorganici. Maestri involontari del Novecento (2018), which analyses the work of people who
have contributed to moulding Western culture and thought in the 20th century, such as Albert
Camus, George Orwell, Simone Weil, Nicola Chiaromonte, Carlo Levi and Pier Paolo Pasolini. 
With the support of the Istituto Italiano di Cultura

[0] 17:00 – 18:00 Museo Regional 
La lengua es un orgullo. With Frédéric Dumond, María de Jesús Selene Hernández Gómez 
and Diego Ugalde de Haene
To speak one’s own language (the language of one’s family, one’s own people, one’s region) is a
treasure, even though in many places around the world, in Mexico, even in the state of Queretaro
it may be considered something to be ashamed of because of social and cultural pressure, a lack 
of interest on behalf of the government, etc. But to speak one’s own language is to live with the 
memory of one’s ancestors and the only way to find out -in one’s own being, in one’s blood- 
where we come from and where we are going. Frédéric Dumond, a French artist in residence in 
Mexico; María de Jesús Selene Hernández Gómez, a professor at the Faculty of Languages and 
Letters at the Autonomous University of Queretaro; and Diego Ugalde de Haene, director of 
Cineteatro Ar Za in Amealco will speak about linguistic diversity, as a cultural treasure, as 
something to be proud of. 
Free event, up to capacity



[1] 17:00 – 18:00 Cineteca
Roberto Emparan in conversation with Jorge Comensal
Roberto Emparan is  a theoretical  physicist  who is  known internationally  for his  studies into
gravity, black holes and superstring theory. His fascinating book Iluminando el lado oscuro del
universo: Agujeros negros, ondas gravitatorias y otras melodías de Einstein (2018) tells of the
music of gravitational waves, the peculiar sound black holes make when they collide and merge.
He will talk to the writer Jorge Comensal.
With the support of Acción Cultural Española

[2] 17:00 – 18:00 h Cineteca
Screening of  the  documentary Ecos  indígenas,  la  Voz de  la  Diversidad.  Con Ana Mar
López Torres y Amalia Tello Torralba
Ecos  Indígenas,  la  voz  de  la  diversidad (Indigenous  echoes,  voices  of  diversity)  is  a  co-
production of INPI – Instituto  Nacional  de los  Pueblos  Indígenas  – and Canal  Once,  which
shows the work done by six radio outlets directed to indigneous communities, belonging to the
Sistema de Radiodifusoras Culturales Indígenas (SRCI). We shall be showing "La voz del valle",
an  eposode  of  this  valuable  series  that  celebrates  and  describes  the  work  of  the  radio
broadcasters. The screening will be followed by a conversation with Ana Mar López Torres, of
the INPI, and with Amalia Tello Torralba, a bilingual Mixteco-speaking radio producter.

[HJ4] 18:00 – 19:00 ITESM
Funderelele. Laura García in conversation with Sandra Hernández
How does use of a word begin? How does a word acquire a meaning? Why is one, and not
another, used to construct a sentence? The lexicographer and communicator Laura García invites
the reader to explore new linguistic terrain in her book Funderelele y más hallazgos de la lengua
(2018), a compilation of essays about certain words selected by the author. The texts of Laura
García reflect how, more than just expanding our vocabulary, words contribute to changing our
way of seeing the world. 

[HJ5] 18:00 – 19:00 h Tec Milenio
Between two rivers: literary criticism as a form of living. Filippo La Porta in conversation
with Fabrizio Cossalter
Filippo La Porta is  an Italian  journalist,  essayist  and literary  critic.  His most recent  book is
Disorganici. Maestri involontari del Novecento (2018), which analyses the work of people who
have contributed to moulding Western culture and thought in the 20th century, such as Albert
Camus, George Orwell, Simone Weil, Nicola Chiaromonte, Carlo Levi and Pier Paolo Pasolini.
La Porta, an experienced literary critic, will dissect this important discipline, one that is vital in
order to build the link between readers and good literature.
With the support of the Istituto Italiano di Cultura

[A] 19:00 – 20:00 h Cineteca
Leo con Once book club: Lina Meruane in conversation with Miguel de la Cruz



The Leo con Once book club comes to Queretaro with the participation of a very special writer:
the  Chilean  author  Lina  Meruane.  She  will  talk  to  the  cultural  journalist  and  Canal  Once
presenter,  Miguel de la Cruz, and will  answer club readers’ questions about her latest  book,
Sistema del tacto.
Event free, up to capacity   

[3] 21:00 Teatro de la Ciudad
U-God: conversation and concert
The US rapper U-God is a member of the music collective Wu-Tang Clan, which Rolling Stone
has called “the best rap group ever” and the magazine About rated as “the number one hip hop
group of all time”. U-God’s story is a surprising and moving one, as exemplified by the scarce
presence of this artist on Wu-Tang Clan’s debut album, as he was serving a prison sentence at
this period. Rapping about the lives of African-Americans, the neighbourhoods of New York,
drugs, violence,  prison and fame, U-God brings his raw, stirring rhythms to Queretaro. After
talking to the writer Carlos Velázquez, he will offer a concert in the city for the first time.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available

[4] 21:00 – 22:30 Cineteca
Screening of the documentary El testigo: Caín y Abel. Presented by Jesús Abad Colorado
and Kate Horne
The British documentary-maker Kate Horne has covered episodes from Colombia’s recent past
with her projects Hostage in the Jungle, about the six-year kidnapping experience of the former
Colombian presidential candidate Ingrid Betancourt; and Gabo, la creación de Gabriel García
Márquez, about the country’s most famous author. In 2018 she debuted as a director with  El
testigo: Caín y Abel,  a documentary about the life and work of the Colombian photographer
Jesús Abad Colorado, who has dedicated the last 25 years of his life to portraying the armed
conflict in Colombia.  El testigo  is a film that shows how the powerful images of his work are
more than just a record of the war: they are a hymn to life and a message of hope.
The documentary will be introduced by the director and by Jesús Abad Colorado.
Language: Spanish
Duration: 73 minutes
With the support of British Council and Wom@rts

FRIDAY 6 SEPTEMBER

[5] 10:30 – 11:30 Teatro de la Ciudad
Walking one step at a time. Erling Kagge in conversation with Yael Weiss
The Norwegian Erling Kagge is the first person in history to have reached the three most remote
places on the planet: the North Pole, the South Pole and the summit of Mount Everest. After
reflecting on the value of quiet in Silence in the Age of Noise, this explorer, lawyer, art collector,
publisher and writer pays homage to the act of walking in his most recent book: Walking; One
Step At a Time (2019). In conversation with the Mexican editor and writer, Yael Weiss, Kagge
will talk about the adventures that have formed him and about the pleasures of exploring. 
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available
With the support of NORLA



[6] 10:30 – 11:30 Teatro de la República
Nationalisms of the 21st century. Jon Lee Anderson and Pablo Ordaz in conversation with
Juan Carlos Pérez
The  US  journalist  and  biographer  Jon  Lee  Anderson  has  reported  from  countries  in  the
Americas, the Middle East and Europe, and has profiled major figures in recent Latin American
history such as Hugo Chávez, Gabriel García Márquez, Fidel Castro and Augusto Pinochet. In
2018, the Spanish journalist Pablo Ordaz published, together with Antonio Jiménez Barca,  Así
fue la  dictadura, a book compiling  ten testimonies  of  personal  experience  under  the Franco
dictatorship in Spain. Since 1989 he has worked for El País and has been following the Catalan
situation  closely,  reporting on the trials  of  pro-independence  politicians  accused of  rebellion
against the Spanish State. They will talk to the journalist Juan Carlos Pérez. 

[7] 10:30 – 11:30 Cineteca
America First. Sarah Churchwell in conversation with Peter Florence
Sarah  Churchwell  is  the  Professor  of  American  Literature  and  Public  Understanding  of  the
Humanities at the University of London. Her latest book Behold, America: A History of America
First and the American Dream  (2019) covers two terms that are historically and symbolically
loaded  for  the  United  States,  Latin  America  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  origins  of  the
“American dream”, with its connotations of progress and equality in times of prosperity and
optimism, and “America first”, coined by the Ku Klux Klan and now brought alive again by the
American  president,  Donald  Trump,  constitute  the  narrative  thread  of  this  work.  Sarah
Churchwell is the recipient of an Eccles Writer’s Award.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available 
Event sponsored by the Eccles Foundation and with the support of Wom@rts

[8] 10:30 – 11:30 Museo de la Ciudad
Bernardo Esquinca in conversation with Antonio Cabadas 
The Mexican novelist and journalist Bernardo Esquinca is an outstanding exponent of what has
recently become known as “weird fiction”, which combines elements of the detective, fantasy
and  horror  genres.  After  works  such  as  Belleza  roja  (chosen  as  Best  First  Novel  by  the
newspaper  Reforma in  2005)  and  four  instalments  of  the  Casasola  saga,  he  presents  Las
increíbles aventuras del asombroso Edgar Allan Poe (2018), a novel that tells of the experiences
and introspection of the young Allan Poe. Trying his luck in 19th-century New York, the man
who would  become  one of  the  pioneers  of  horror  writing  confronts  marvels  and mysteries,
including the disappearance of the beautiful Cordelia, the daughter of a freak show impresario.
He talks to Antonio Cabadas.

[9] 10:30 – 11:30 Jardín Guerrero
Bordes. Liliana Blum and Karina Pacheco in conversation with Paula Canal
Bordes is a new series put together by the publishing house Planeta to present some of the most 
outstanding novels in contemporary Latin American literature. Liliana Blum (Mexico) is the 
author of the novels Pandora and Residuos del espanto, and of seven books of short stories. Her 
book in the Bordes collection is El monstruo pentápodo, a novel about the good citizen 
Raymundo Betancourt, who is kind and caring, responsible and exemplary, and also a fearsome 
kidnapper of little girls. Karina Pacheco (Peru) has a doctorate in American Anthropology and is 
an expert on inequality, cooperation and development. She has published six novels and several 



books of short stories, the latest being Lluvia (2018), included in the Bordes series. The stories 
of this collection, which fall somewhere between realism and fantasy, tell of the horrors of war 
and violence with the same honesty with which they describe the innocence of childhood. Liliana
Blum and Karina Pacheco talk to Paula Canal. 

[HJ6] 10:30 – 11:30 Universidad Autónoma de Querétaro
Indigenous World Views. Yásnaya Elena Aguilar, Janet Rogers and Katherena Vermette in
conversation with Ingrid Bejerman 
An Ayuujk linguist and two Canadian writers tell the stories of First Nation peoples. Yásnaya
Elena  Aguilar  has  a  Master’s  in  Linguistics  from UNAM and writes  in  Mixe,  Spanish  and
English, while also working on projects for the preservation of the Mixe languages. Descended
from Mohawk and  Tuscarora  communities,  Janet  Rogers,  born  in  Vancouver,  Canada,  is  a
multimedia  spoken  word  artist  who  produces  radio  and  literary  content;  her  latest  poetry
collection,  As Long as the Sun Shines (2018), presents poems from the indigenous perspective,
linked  by  a  female  voice.  Katherena  Vermette  is  a  poet,  novelist  and  writer  of  children’s
literature; her most recent work includes the Canadian bestseller  The Break (2017), the poetry
collection River Woman (2018) and the children’s book The Girl and the Wolf (2019). They will
talk to the journalist, researcher and university lecturer Ingrid Bejerman. 
Event in English and in Spanish
With the support of the Blue Metropolis Festival

[HJ7] 10:30 – 11:30 ITESM
Alejandra Costamagna in conversation with Juan Carlos Franco
The award-winning Chilean writer and journalist, Alejandra Costamagna, has published a dozen
novels, short story collections and non-fiction books, and her work has been included in several
short story anthologies. In her most recent publication, El sistema del tacto  (shortlisted for the
2018  Herralde  Novel  Prize),  the  protagonist,  Ania,  travels  to  the  other  side  of  the  Andes
mountains to visit a dying relative. As well as dealing with the themes of family and the past, the
novel explores issues of plunder and belonging.

[HJ8] 10:30 – 12:00 h Universidad Autónoma de Querétaro (campus San Juan del Río) 
Journalism: the BBC Mundo model.  With Lucía Blasco, Alberto Nájar and Juan Carlos
Pérez
At this  workshop, editors and journalists  from the BBC’s Spanish-language service will  talk
about the experience of BBC Mundo: broadcasting, scope, new media, working models, etc. The
BBC is a standard for news quality, journalistic rigour and diversification with several radio and
television channels and a strong online presence. 
Event for university students only  

[10] 12:30 – 13:30 Teatro de la Ciudad
Cured. Lol Tolhurst in conversation with Mariana H
Lol Tolhurst was a founding member, drummer and keyboard player with the British band The
Cure, with which he played until 1989. His new book, Cured (2018), tells of his experiences and
memories, along with his friendship with the group’s co-founder Robert Smith, the band’s early



days in the town of Crawley, their first successes in London, excess, loss, illness, reflection and
healing. He will talk to Mariana H. 
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available
With the support of the British Council

[11] 12:30 – 13:30 Teatro de la República
Eva Baltasar and Alejandra Costamagna in conversation with Guillermo Núñez
Permafrost (2018), by Eva Baltasar (Spain), tells the story of a young woman who experiences
disillusion with the superficial nature of modern life, which leads to thoughts of suicide, and an
uninhibited indulgence in sensual pleasures: sex, literature and art. In El sistema del tacto (2018)
by Alejandra Costamagna (Chile), the protagonist, Ania, travels to the other side of the Andes
mountains to visit a dying relative. As well as dealing with the themes of family and the past, the
novel explores issues of plunder and belonging. Both writers talk to Guillermo Núñez.
With the support of Acción Cultural Española

[12] 12:30 – 13:30 Cineteca
Wolfram Eilenberger in conversation with Laura García
Wolfram Eilenberger (Germany) is a philosopher, journalist and writer. His passion is applying
philosophical ideas to everyday life, whether in politics, culture or sport. He is also the founding
editor  of  Philosophie  Magazin.  2019 sees  the  publication  of  Zeit  der  Zauberer:  Das  große
Jahrzehnt der Philosophie 1919-1929 (The Age of Magicians: Philosophy’s Greatest Decade),
the story of how four geniuses revolutionized philosophy and changed our way of understanding
the  world.  The  book  explores  the  work  of  the  philosophers  Ludwig  Wittgenstein,  Walter
Benjamin,  Ernst  Cassirer  and  Martin  Heidegger.  Eilenberger  traces  connections  not  only
between the ways of life and revolutionary thought of these four philosophers, but also between
philosophy and science, art, literature and architecture. In conversation with Laura García.
Simultaneous translation from German to Spanish available
With the support of the Goethe-Institut

[13] 12:30 – 13:30 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)
Obra negra. Vivian Abenshushan in conversation with Gabriela Jauregui
In a  world that  is  overflowing with formats,  genres  and stories  to  tell,  there  are  ever  more
possibilities for creating content and circulating it. The writer and publisher Vivian Abenshushan
is the creator and head of Permanente Obra Negra, a laboratory of collective literary creation that
explores alternative and plural forms of writing and publishing. In 2019 it published a book with
the same name as the organization, Permanente obra negra, a multi format book that questions
the very practise orf writing and authorship, and is created by readers through their experience
with the book and, at the same time, a work in progress. She will talk to Gabriela Jauregui.

[14] 12:30 – 14:00 Jardín Guerrero
The Southern Borders. Jacobo García, Óscar Martínez and Elena Reina in conversation
with Jon Lee Anderson
Mexico’s southern border: the Central American triangle. These are lively borders with customs,
migratory controls, transit of people and constant commercial activity, both legal and illicit. The
journalists  Jacobo  García  (El  País),  Óscar  Martínez  (El  Faro)  and  Elena  Reina  (El  País),
together  with  a  team  of  reporters  and  photographers  from  both  media  organizations,  have



undertaken the task of telling the story of these regions,  of mapping and making visible the
stories of the people who live there. Chaired by Jon Lee Anderson.
Event organized with the support of El País

[HJ9] 12:30 – 13:30 UNI TBC
Lluvia. By Karina Pacheco
Antrophologist of the Americas by the Universidad Complutense de Madrid, and an expert in 
inequality, development and cooperation. Her work includes six novels and for short story 
collections, the latest of which is Lluvia (2018), where she explores the deepness of human 
experience in contrast with the magic of her childhood, war and violence; the lifetsyle of 
indigenous communities versus the fast pace of modern life; the conflicto between identity, 
society, the past and death

[HJ10] 12:30 – 13:30 Universidad Autónoma de Querétaro
Orwell, Radiohead and the Hegemony of Multinational Corporations. With Eduardo Rabasa
After the triumph of Donald Trump, George Orwell’s masterpiece, 1984, skyrocketed to the top 
of bestseller lists in the United States, because even though it was written 70 years ago, there 
probably isn’t a piece of work that better explains the essential political mechanisms that explain 
the Trump phenomenon. On the other hand, the British rock band Radiohead has captured in its 
music the depressing hedonism and alienation that result from the hegemony of free market 
fanaticism. In this multimedia talk (video and music), Eduardo Rabasa, author of the dystopic 
novels A zero-sum game and Cinta negra, will link these two great contemporary references to 
societies produced by new authoritarianism and the hegemony of multinational corporations. 
 Event for university students 

[HJ11] 13:00 – 14:00 Anáhuac University 
We are all strangers. With Dylan Moore
The author Dylan Moore is the recipient of the 2018 Creative Wales Hay Festival International
Fellowship/Cymrawd Rhungwladol Cymru Greadigol Hay Festival and has been visiting all our
festivals around the world over the last year. With record-breaking figures for the number of
displaced persons,  in global terms, Dylan Moore reflects  on the tension between the idea of
“stranger” and the desire to “belong”,  and about the way in which these concepts define our
identity.
Event in English
With the support of the Arts Council of Wales

[15] 16:30 – 17:30 Teatro de la Ciudad
El País platform. Juan Manuel Santos in conversation with Javier Moreno
Juan Manuel Santos was the President of Colombia between 2010 and 2018, and received the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2016 “for his determined efforts to bring an end to the civil war; a war that 
has lasted over 50 years, cost the lives of at least 220,000 Colombians and caused the displace-
ment of around six million inhabitants.” Ex-president Santos speaks about this road taken during 
his presidency in his new book, La batalla por la paz (2019). He will talk to the El País editor, 
Javier Moreno.

[16] 16:30 – 17:30 Teatro de la República



Diego Luna in conversation with Gaby Wood
With three decades of experience as an actor and, more recently, as a film, theatre and television
director, Diego Luna is one of Mexico’s most high-profile stars. He started in some scenes of the
soap opera El abuelo y yo with his best friend, Gael García Bernal, with whom he acted in the
film that made his name  Y tu mamá también  (2001), directed by Alfonso Cuarón. In 2002 he
moved to Hollywood, working thereafter with actors such as Salma Hayek, Tom Hanks, Sean
Penn and Penélope  Cruz;  his  eclectic  career  has  included films  ranging from  The Terminal
(2004) to Star Wars: Rogue One (2016). He is currently starring in the series Narcos: México.
After five years in Los Angeles, in 2013 he returned to Mexico and, as well as participating in
national productions, he has been involved in causes fighting injustice in the country, such as the
recently presented El Día Después initiative. Luna will talk to Gaby Wood.
With the support of the Brirtish Council and Wom@rts

[17] 16:30 – 17:30 Cineteca
Sandrone Dazieri in conversation with Felipe Restrepo Pombo
The acclaimed novelist and screenwriter has published over 15 books, including  La cura del
Gorilla (2001), which inspired the film of the same name (known as The Bodyguard’s Cure in
English) and Uccidi il padre (2014), the first part of a series featuring the detectives Colomba
and Dante. In the second book of the saga, L’Angelo (2017), a high-speed train arrives in Rome
from Milan, and in it are the bodies of all the first-class passengers. The detective in charge of
investigating  the  massacre,  Colomba  Caselli,  seeks  the  help  of  her  former  colleague,  Dante
Torre, to get to the bottom of the case. Apparently this is the result of an act of terrorism, but
Colomba  suspects  that  there  is  something  else  going  on.  Sandrone  Dazieri  talks  to  Felipe
Restrepo Pombo. 
Simultaneous translation from Italian to Spanish available
With the support of the Istituto Italiano di Cultura

[18] 16:30 – 17:30 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)
Jorge Comensal and Isaac Rosa in conversation with Elvira Liceaga
The novel Las mutaciones (2016), by Jorge Comensal (Mexico), describes the transformation of 
a family’s routine when the head of the family, the successful lawyer Ramón Martínez, is 
diagnosed with cancer. The novel Final feliz (2018), by Isaac Rosa (Spain), lays out the 
unavoidable theme of love and the day to day elements that turn it into pain. The story follows 
the trace of a couple that fights to reinvent itself after facing disappointment, jealousy, 
frustration, fear. They will talk to Elvira Liceaga.
With the support of Acción Cultural Española 

[19] 16:30 – 17:30 Jardín Guerrero
Luis Felipe Fabre in conversation with Yael Weiss
Luis Felipe Fabre is one of Latin America´s most innovative poets and essayists, Declaración de
las canciones oscuras is his first and very original novel, on which he narrates the unbelivable 
story of the exhumation of San Juan de la Cruz´s body, the ectatic fervor that it created, and the 
mad pilmigrage led by a sheriff and his two helpers to move the body from the Ubeda monastery 
to Segovia. Fabre has managed to perfectly capture both the language and the mentality of the 
periodo in which the book is set, whilst turning the story into a kind of mythology, as if it were a 
re-enactment of the mystical verses of the friar himself. In conversation with Yael Weiss.



[HJ12] 16:30 – 17:30 Universidad Tec Milenio
Funderelele. Laura García
How does use of a word begin? How does a word acquire a meaning? Why is one, and not
another, used to construct a sentence? The lexicographer and communicator Laura García invites
the reader to explore new linguistic terrain in her book Funderelele y más hallazgos de la lengua
(2018), a compilation of essays about certain words selected by the author. The texts of Laura
García reflect how, more than just expanding our vocabulary, words contribute to changing our
way of seeing the world. 

[HJ13] 16:30 – 17:30 Universidad Autónoma de Querétaro
Presentation  of  Elipsis.  Elías  Domínguez  and Carla  Durán  in  conversation  with  María
García Holley
Elipsis is a project that supports an emerging generation of writers and publishers in Mexico. At
the 2018 Hay Festival Queretaro, the first group of 12 young Mexican writers and publishers
attended events and workshops in order to develop and put into practice their writing and editing
skills. At the 2019 Hay Queretaro, the participants present their year’s work and the book that
came out of the project.

[HJ14] 12:30 – 13:30 UNAM Juriquilla
Orwell, Radiohead and the Hegemony of Multinational Corporations. With Eduardo Rabasa
After the triumph of Donald Trump, George Orwell’s masterpiece, 1984, skyrocketed to the top 
of bestseller lists in the United States, because even though it was written 70 years ago, there 
probably isn’t a piece of work that better explains the essential political mechanisms that explain 
the Trump phenomenon. On the other hand, the British rock band Radiohead has captured in its 
music the depressing hedonism and alienation that result from the hegemony of free market 
fanaticism. In this multimedia talk (video and music), Eduardo Rabasa, author of the dystopic 
novels A zero-sum game and Cinta negra, will link these two great contemporary references to 
societies produced by new authoritarianism and the hegemony of multinational corporations. 
 Event for university students 

[HD1] 18:00 – 19:00 Explanada de la delegación Félix Ozores
A life in writing. Alberto Chimal in conversation with Miguel Ángeles and Ilana Sod
The Mexican writer Alberto Chimal is the author of over twenty books, including the novels Los
esclavos (2009) and La torre y el jardín (shortlisted for the 2013 Rómulo Gallegos International
Novel Prize), and the anthologies  Manda fuego  (2014 Colima Fiction Award),  Los atacantes
(2015) and, more recently, Manos de lumbre (2018). This latest work is a collection of six stories
about human destruction, of others, of one’s surroundings, and of oneself. In 2018 he published
Cómo escribir tu propia historia,  together with Raquel Castro, a creative writing manual for
beginner writers; and La distante, a children’s story. He talks to Miguel Ángeles and Iliana Sod.
Event free, up to capacity

[HD2] 19:00 – 20:00 Auditorio de la delegación de Santa Rosa Jáuregui
El niño de Hollywood, the Story of a gangster. Óscar Martínez in conversation with Elvira
Liceaga



The award-winning El Salvador journalist and writer Óscar Martínez is the co-author, together
with  his  brother  Juan  José  Martínez,  of  El  niño  de  Hollywood  (2018),  it  examines  the
implications of the culture and foreign policy of the United States and the corruption, at state
level, of El Salvador, including some of the most horrifying episodes of communal violence in
the recent history of Central America. The book follows the story of Miguel Ángel Tobar, a gang
member  of  the  Hollywood Locos  faction  of  the  Mara  Salvatrucha  13  gang,  uncovering  the
structural causes that turned a boy into a sicario. In conversation with the writer Elvira Liceaga.
Event free, up to capacity

[20] 19:00 – 20:00 Teatro de la Ciudad
Michael Ondaatje in conversation with Gaby Wood 
The award-winning Canadian writer  Michael Ondaatje is the author of more than ten poetry
books  and  seven  novels,  including  The  English  Patient  (1992),  winner  of  the  Golden  Man
Booker Prize and made into a film in 1996, an adaptation that won nine Oscars, including Best
Film. In Warlight (2018), Ondaatje tells the story of Nathaniel, a fourteen-year old boy, and his
older sister Rachel, who move with their parents to Singapore in 1945, fleeing a London in ruins.
The young people are in the custody of people of doubtful origin and are immersed in strange
situations that eventually become clear over the following 12 years. Chaired by the journalist
Gaby Wood.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available
With the support of the Booker Prize, the british Council and Wom@rts 

[21] 19:00 – 20:00 Teatro de la República 
Into power. Tatiana Clouthier in conversation with Sabina Berman
Tatiana Clouthier, a federal parliament representative, coordinated the campaign of the current
Mexican president, Andrés Manuel López Obrador. Founding adviser of the citizen organization
Evolución  Mexicana,  her  book  Juntos  hicimos  historia  (2018)  tells  of  her  personal  and
professional experiences working together with López Obrador for 150 days, on the road that
took AMLO to power. In conversation with Sabina Berman, Clouthier will talk about events that
changed the course of Mexican history.

[22] 19:00 – 20:00 Cineteca
Indigenous World Views. Yásnaya Elena Aguilar and Katherena Vermette in conversation
with Ingrid Bejerman 
An Ayuujk linguist and two Canadian writers tell the stories of First Nation peoples. Yásnaya
Elena  Aguilar  has  a  Master’s  in  Linguistics  from UNAM and writes  in  Mixe,  Spanish  and
English, while also working on projects for the preservation of the Mixe languages. Descended
from Mohawk and Tuscarora communities, Katherena Vermette is a poet, novelist and writer of
children’s literature; her most recent work includes the Canadian bestseller The Break (2017), the
poetry collection  River Woman (2018) and the children’s book  The Girl and the Wolf  (2019).
They will talk to the journalist, researcher and university lecturer Ingrid Bejerman. 
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available
With the support of the Blue Metropolis Festival

[23] 19:00 – 20:00 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)  
Glosolalia. With Frédéric Dumond



“Glosolalia” is a poem written in all the languages of the world. The performance is a poetic, 
acoustic and visual immersion from one language to the other. It slowly reveals the essential 
nature of language: wave, vibration, emotion. Frédéric Dumond is a French writer and artist who 
investigates and experiments with language.  
With the support of the French Alliance of Queretaro 

[HD3] 19:00 – 20:00 Centro Cultural Comunitario Felipe Carrillo Puerto
United by rap. U-God meets Back, Dospe and Tha Aps 
The Wu-Tang Clan rapper, U-God, was born in Brooklyn, New York and grew up on Staten
Island.  He started  beatboxing with  the  Clan  member  Cappadonna,  and become friends  with
Method Man, Inspectah Deck and Raekwon. In 1992 the group, which went on to sell over 12
million albums around the world, was formed. That same year, U-God had to serve a prison
sentence (until early 1993) for possession of drugs. He talks to local rappers Back, Dospe and
Tha Aps in an event that celebrates  hip hop culture and the links between Mexican and US
music. 
Event free, up to capacity

[HJ15] 19:00 – 20:00 UNAM Juriquilla
Roberto Emparan 
The Spanish physicist Roberto Emparan has put into prose his research into quantum gravity in
the  fascinating  book  Iluminando  el  lado  oscuro  del  universo:  Agujeros  negros,  ondas
gravitatorias and otras melodías de Einstein. One of the most brilliant scientific minds of our
times, Emparan will talk about black holes, gravitational waves, superstring theory and general
relativity, shining light on the secrets of the cosmos. In conversation with xxx
With the support of Acción Cultural Española

[25] 21:00 Cineteca
Screening of The Code, introduced by Baltasar Garzón
One of the most ambitious social justice movements ever, one with global aspirations, is in the
process of being created. There are five major groups which operate in different corners of the
world that are working together to draw up a new universal jurisdiction code to combat “the dark
side of globalization”. The aim of this code is to bring an end to impunity in the world, as well as
to understand justice in such a way that financial and environmental crimes can be tackled as
attacks on collective wellbeing. This documentary presents the enlightened perspectives of jurists
who, at some time or another, have taken decisions that have rocked the world: Baltasar Garzón
(Spain),  Reed Brody (United  States),  Naomi Roht-Arriaza  (United  States),  William Bourdon
(France),  Luis  Moreno  Ocampo  (Argentina),  Polly  Higgins  (United  Kingdom)  and  Dolores
Delgado (Spain). Presented by the judge Baltasar Garzón.
Languages: Spanish, English, French. Spanish subtitles
Duration: 86 minutes

[26] 21:30 Teatro de la Ciudad
Juan Perro in concert
Santiago Auserón presents his seventh album as Juan Perro, an album that was recorded with
only  his  acoustic  guitar  as  accompaniment.  The  music  of  the  former  Radio  Futura  singer
combines the Afro-North American tradition (blues, R&B, rock, soul, jazz standards) with the



Afro-Latin –principally Cuban– tradition, with the addition of the musical styles of Spain and
Portugal. With this  album, Spanish-language music advances into a new field of sounds and
ideas, looking to a bright new future. Thus the writing and playing of Auserón have obtained a
mature form, without leaving behind the audacity of his early experimentation.
Event sponsored by SURA

SATURDAY 7 SEPTEMBER

[HD4] 10:00 – 11:00 Mercado Tepetate
Let’s talk about food!  American chef Kwame Onwuachi meets local chefs 
The American chef of Nigerian origin Kwame Onwuachi will be visiting the Tepetate Market to 
interact with local chefs in an exchange that will be enriched by the cultural fusion present in the 
United States, the millenary tradition of Mexican ancestral cuisine and the African heritage in 
Onwuachi’s blood and culinary interests. A gathering that will celebrate cultural diversity, 
knowledge and doubtless, good food.  
Consecutive translation from English to Spanish available
With the support of the Embassy of the United States of America 

[27] 10:30 – 11:30 Teatro de la Ciudad
Ben Rhodes in conversation with Jon Lee Anderson
Ben Rhodes was a speechwriter and then deputy national security advisor to Barack Obama. In
The World As It  Is; A Memoir of the Obama White House  (2018), Rhodes takes us through
Obama’s eight years in the White House, offering the world a new view on landmark moments,
including the search for Osama Bin Laden, reactions to the Arab Spring, the nuclear agreement
with Iran and secret negotiations with the Cuban government.  Ben Rhodes tells  his  story as
witness and confidante  of one of  the most  important  men in recent  history.  He talks  to  the
journalist Jon Lee Anderson.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available
Event sponsored by SURA

[28] 10:30 – 11:30 Teatro de la República
Yuri Herrera in conversation with Javier Lafuente
El incendio de la mina El Bordo  (2018) is the most recent book by the writer, publisher and
university lecturer Yuri Herrera. In this book, the author carefully reconstructs the story that
began on the 10th of March 1920, when a mine in Hidalgo was evacuated because of a fire; the
authorities –doctors and representatives of the mining company– stated that ten people had died.
After a week, the mine was opened again, revealing 87 bodies and 10 survivors. Yuri Herrera
will talk to the journalist  Javier Lafuente about investigating an event that occurred almost a
hundred years ago, but which has a striking contemporary relevance.

[29] 10:30 – 11:30 Cineteca
Rhidian Brook in conversation with Dylan Moore
The critically-acclaimed writer Rhidian Brook (United Kingdom) is the author of the bestseller
The Aftermath  (2013), a novel set in Hamburg in 1946 which has been translated into over 25
languages and has been made into a film. In 2018 he published The Killing of Butterfly Joe, the



story of Llew, a man who undertakes the adventure of exploring the United States; on the road he
meets a charismatic butterfly salesman whom he joins on a journey that will end up with his
imprisonment. In conversation with Dylan Moore.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available
With the support of the British Council 

[30] 10:30 – 11:30 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)
Cuadernos hispanoamericanos. Rosa Beltrán in conversation with Eva Baltasar
Cuadernos  hispanoamericanos promotes  the  knowledge  and  exchange  between  writers  from
different  genrations  and  nationalities,  brought  together  by  a  common  language  and  literary
tradition that was enriched by writers with diverse origins. The Project calls for an establsih autor
to select a younger writer from the other side of the Atlantic.  In this occasion, Rosa Beltrán
(Mexico) has choosen to speak with Eva Baltasar (Spain) about her book  Permafrost (2018).
This is an initiative that builds bridges between continents and different perceptions.
With the support of AECID and Acción Cultural Española

[HF1] 10:30 – 11:30 Jardín Guerrero
Gina Jaramillo in conversation with Paulina del Collado
Gina Jaramillo (Mexico) is an art historian, curator and cultural promotor. She is also the founder
of Despacho de Proyectos, a cultural management agency based in Mexico City, with which she
has collaborated with the Museo del Chopo, the Museo Tamayo, the Jumex Contemporary Art
Foundation and the Centre for Digital Culture, and on initiatives such as MUTEK.MX, Raymond
Stock, OFFF.MX, NRMAL and the Germinal Festival. She has published content in Chilango,
Huffington Post, Máspormás and BBC Mundo, and is a presenter on 90.0 and W Radio. In 2019
she published her first book, El sueño de Andrés, a work of children’s literature about a boy who
wants to become a great baseball player, and who puts all his efforts into his goal.
Ages 7 and over

[HF2] 10:30 – 11:30 Museo Regional (Comunicación Educativa)
Bichopoemas. With Leire Bilbao 
Leire Bilbao (Spain) has written around 20 works of fiction for children and young people. She 
has won the 2013 Etxepare and 2017 Lizardi awards, as well as the 2017 Euskadi Prize for child 
and young adult literature in the Basque language. Her books have also been translated into 
Spanish, including the popular Teresa Cereza (2006), and Bichopoemas y otras bestias. This last 
is a collection of verses which group together “fliers”, “water beasts”, “creepers” and “roarers”, 
and which explores aspects of the different beasts of the animal kingdom, from the owl to the 
lion, the octopus and the snake. 

[HD5] 12:00 – 13:00 Casa de la Cultura Josefa Vergara 
Celso Román 
Celso Román studied veterinary medicine before moving into art and literature, specifically into
fiction for children.  He studied Arts at  the National  University of Colombia and at the Pratt
Institute in New York. He has exhibited his sculptures in New York, San Diego and Bogota. His
literary work includes more than sixty titles of children’s literature, a number of which deal with
the themes of nature and caring for the environment, such as  El árbol de los tucanes  (2011),
Rogelio y la bolsa (2013) and Hijos de Madre Tierra (2017).



Event for children aged 7 and over
With the support of the Colombian Embassy

[31] 12:30 – 13:30 Teatro de la Ciudad
Joe Sacco in conversation with Diego Rabasa
The Maltese  journalist  and cartoonist  Joe  Sacco combines  the  creative  resources  of  graphic
fiction  with the  incisive  work of  investigative  journalism to create  works  such as  Palestine
(1993), Safe Area Goražde (2000), Footnotes in Gaza (2009) and The Great War (2013), graphic
novels that tell the stories of conflicts in the Middle East and Bosnia, and of the First World War.
He has published cartoons in media such as  The Guardian, Harper’s Magazine  and  The New
York  Times,  and  is  recognized  around  the  world  for  his  original  and  important  work.  In
conversation with the Mexican publisher Diego Rabasa.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available

[32] 12:30 – 13:30 Teatro de la República
Baltasar Garzón in conversation with Pablo Ordaz
The  Spanish  jurist  Baltasar  Garzón  has  an  impressive  career:  since  1981  he  has  organized
investigations into crimes against humanity, terrorism, drug trafficking, corruption and financial
crime, especially those linked to the Franco dictatorship; in 1998 he ordered the arrest of the
former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet in London, a case that startled the world. He later held
posts such as advisor to the Hague Tribunal; head of the WikiLeaks founder, Julian Assange’s
legal  defence;  advisor  to  the  Public  Prosecution  of  Colombia;  and  coordinator  of  the
International  Justice  Reform  Observatory  in  Ecuador.  This  year  he  has  published  No a  la
impunidad, which tells of his experience defending human rights, the fight against corruption
and his own personal sacrifices for these causes. He will talk to Pablo Ordaz.

[33] 12:30 – 13:30 Cineteca
Lina Meruane in conversation with Jacobo Zanella 
The work of the Chilean writer and educator Lina Meruane has been translated into English,
Italian, French, German and Portuguese. She won the Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz Prize for her
novel Seeing  Red  (2016),  about  a  blind  woman  called  Lina  Meruane  who  divides  her  time
between Santiago and New York.  In  2018 she published a  revised and extended  version  of
Contra los hijos (2014),  a critical  essay about  child-raising in the 21st century,  and her fifth
novel, Sistema  nervioso,  which  tells  of  the  lives  of  five  characters  linked  by  their  medical
histories, and in which the protagonist tries to puzzle out the mystery of the black hole that is
endangering the solar system. She will talk to the Mexican publisher Jacobo Zanella.

[34] 12:30 – 13:30 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)  
Chain of Command. Pablo Ferri and Daniela Rea in conversation with Alberto Nájar
Cadena  de  Mando  is  the  award-winning  investigation  that  sheds  light  on  eight  years  of
systematic violence by the Mexican armed forces against the civil population. Following the trail
of bodies (19 civilians for each soldier killed) left by 3,520 confrontations between the army and
the public between 2008 and 2014, the journalists Pablo Ferri and Daniela Rea come across six
soldiers involved in these events, five of them prosecuted for homicide.  The investigation is
reported in the book La tropa. Por qué mata un soldado (2019), which deals with the issue of



what obedience means in the army, what leads a soldier to kill and how the chain of command
operates. In conversation with Alberto Nájar.

[HF3] 12:30 – 13:30 Museo Regional (Comunicación Educativa)
Leo con Once book club for children: Pablo Albo in conversation with Miguel de la Cruz
The Leo con Once children’s book club returns to Queretaro with the participation of the Spanish
writer  and  intellectual  Pablo  Albo,  who  will  talk  to  the  cultural  journalist  and  Canal  Once
presenter, Miguel de la Cruz about his book Diógenes, and will answers questions put to him by
book club readers.
Event free, up to capacity
With the support of Acción Cultural Española 

[HF4] 12:30 – 13:30 Jardín Guerrero
Élmer Mendoza in conversation with Miguel Ángeles
No todos los besos son iguales (2018) reinterprets the story of Sleeping Beauty in a satirical vein.
In the Kingdom of Mey, Sleeping Beauty awakens from a profound sleep, the result of a spell
cast on her by the wicked Espolonela. The princess needs to find someone who will give her a
loving kiss in order to break the spell, but she seeks something else. Irreverent, rebellious and
determined, this beauty is a modern young person who does not need others to tell her what to
do. Mendoza brings a portrait of an empowered woman to the fantastic world of fairy stories,
magic and sword fights. 

[HD6] 16:00 – 17:00 Casa de la Cultura Epigmenio González 
#booktuber Claudia Ramírez Lomelí in conversation with Miguel Ángeles
After five years exploring literatura on her YouTube channel Clau Reads Books, 
the booktuber Claudia Ramírez Lomelí debuts as a novelist with El príncipe del Sol (2018). A 
fantasy novel on which the winds of war are threathening the Nation of the Sun and the Kingdom
of the Moon, that for centuries have lived in peace. Emil, the Sun prince, together with his best 
friend Elyon, must start a journey through Fenrai, to find his mother and restore the peace. Many 
dangers expect him on the way. In conversación with Miguel Ángeles.

[35] 16:30 – 17:30 Teatro de la Ciudad
Santiago Auserón in conversation with Luigi Amara
Musician, composer and Doctor of Philosophy, Santiago Auserón fronted the band Radio Futura
before setting out on a solo career as Juan Perro. His attraction to philosophy fits in with his
vocation  as  eternal  student.  As  a  writer,  he  has  published  compilations  of  songs  such  as
Canciones de Radio Futura (1999) and Canciones de Juan Perro (2013). He is also the author of
La imagen sonora. Notas para una lectura filosófica de la nueva música popular (1998) and El
ritmo perdido. Sobre el influjo negro en la canción española (2012). For over four decades he
has been exploring rock, jazz, son cubano, soul, rhythm & blues, reggae and pop, and reflecting
on the relationship between philosophy and music. His doctoral thesis is entitled “Music in the
foundations of the logos”. He will talk to the writer Luigi Amara.

[36] 16:30 – 17:30 Teatro de la República
Black  holes  and  gravitational  waves. Gerardo  Herrera  in  conversation  with  Margarita
Teresa de Jesús García



The Mexican physicist Gerardo Herrera works at ALICE (A Large Ion Collider Experiment), one
of the major experiments run at the Large Hadron Collider in Geneva, Switzerland. Una mirada
del profundo Universo is his fifth book. It tells the story of the force of gravity, from the first
propositions (Ptolomy, Democritus, Aristotle), to the recent identification of a black hole. The
book shows how the human mind first understood gravity as a fundamental force (an empirical
phenomenon that has no prior explanation), to being accepted as a phenomenon that modifies
time and space, as predicted by Einstein decades ago. Herrera’s work is a fascinating immersion
in the mysteries of a universe, only 4% of which has been revealed to us. Gerardo Herrera talks
to Margarita Teresa de Jesús García, dean of Universidad Autónoma de Querétaro.

[37] 16:30 – 17:30 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)
Photographers.  Jesús  Abad  Colorado  and  Antonio  Turok  in  conversation  with  Felipe
Restrepo Pombo
Jesús Abad Colorado and Antonio Turok have spent their lives using photography as a tool for
profound social and political change, capturing the real. Jesús Abad Colorado (Colombia) has
spent over quarter of a century showing the faces of the victims of the armed conflict in his
country, which has led to him being granted Colombia’s highest award for journalism, the Simón
Bolívar National Prize. In 2018, Antonio Turok (Mexico) published a selection of his works
since 1975 in  La fiesta y la rebelión. This photojournalist has covered subjects ranging from
indigenous movements to protests against Donald Trump in Mexico, Guatemala, Nicaragua and
El Salvador. Two major photographers, who offer an understanding of the development of this
art in contemporary Latin America, share experiences and stories with Felipe Restrepo Pombo.

[38] 16:30 – 17:30 Patio de la Delegación 
Tsunami: feminism in Mexico.  Vivian Abenshushan,  Yásnaya Elena Aguilar and  Daniela
Rea in conversation with Gabriela Jauregui
Tsunami (2018) is a collection of essays that brings together the prose of 12 Mexicans who write
about  what  it  means  to  be  a  woman.  Feminism,  as  a  movement  that  has  traditionally  been
represented as one of different “waves”, is shown in the book as a sea that is moving faster and
higher, and which is becoming a tsunami. Participating at this event are four of the book’s co-
authors.

[39] 16:30 – 17:30 Cineteca
Kwame Onwuachi in conversation with Mónica Maristain
Kwame Onwuachi is an American chef with a Nigerian background and the creator of the Afro-
Caribbean restaurant Kith and Kin, in Washington D.C. He has worked in prestigious restaurants
in New York such as Eleven Madison Park and Per Se, and he is the winner of Rising Star Chef 
of the Year James Beard Foundation Prize in 2019. His philosophy in the kitchen revolves 
around telling a story through food, as told in his autobiographic book, Notes from a Young, 
Black Chef (2019). He will speak to Mónica Maristain.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available
With the support of the Embassy of the United States of America 

[HF5] 16:30 – 17:30 Jardín Guerrero
10 unmissable science fiction books. Benito Taibo in conversation with Gina Jaramillo



The writer and journalist Benito Taibo (Mexico) has worked between the worlds of 
advertisement, graphic novels and TV, as well been the succesful autor of the books that include 
poetry, comic, young adult fiction and fantasy. He has alseo been the co-writer of Francisco 
Martín Moreno, Eugenio Aguirre and Laura Gallego. On this talk with the writer Gina Jaramillo, 
he comes to Querétaro to tell the audience abot his 110 favourite science fiction books. 

[B] 16:30 h Librería El Sótano (Corregidora)
El Sótano Book Club: Luis Jorge Boone in conversation with Elvira Liceaga
Bookstore El Sótano offers a more intimate encounter with writer from Cohahuila Luis Jorge 
Boone to talk about his latest book, Toda la soledad del centro de la tierra. This Book Club will 
provide a space of close exchange between Boone and his readers, in conversation with Elvira 
Liceaga. 

[40] 19:00 – 20:00 Teatro de la Ciudad
America today. Ben Rhodes and Sarah Churchwell in conversation with Olivia Zerón
This event features a number of festival guests who have a profound understanding of the current
political panorama in the United States. Ben Rhodes, former deputy national security advisor and
speechwriter for Barack Obama, demonstrates this in his book The World As It Is (2018). Sarah
Churchwell is the Professor of American Literature and Public Understanding of the Humanities
at the University of London. She has published Behold, America: A History of America First and
the American Dream (2018), which analyses two terms that are ever-present in the discourse of
President Donald Trump (and public opinion), “the American dream” and “America First”. They
will talk to Olivia Zerón.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available

[41] 19:00 – 20:00 Teatro de la República
Pictoline. Eduardo Salles in conversation with Javier Risco
At a moment when it is as relevant to talk about our times as “the era of information” as “the era
of the image”, it is no surprise that a platform such as Pictoline has experienced massive success
on the Internet  since its creation in 2015. With its current affairs-related cartoons,  known as
“bacons”,  Pictoline  creates  and publishes  pieces  of  content  that  are  interesting,  entertaining,
informative, educational and, above all, in correspondence with contemporary events. Eduardo
Salles,  the  creator  of  this  digital  space dedicated  to  visual  news,  will  talk  about  the rise  of
Pictoline with Javier Risco.

[42] 19:00 – 20:00 Cineteca
Izzeldin Abuelaish in conversation with Juan Carlos Pérez
Born in a refugee camp in the Palestine town of Jabaliya, Abuelaish studied Medicine in Cairo,
Egypt,  with  a  full  scholarship.  He  later  specialized  in  obstetrics  and  gynaecology  at  the
University of London, taking a Master’s in Public Health at Harvard University. He was the first
Palestinian doctor to hold this position at an Israeli hospital. In 2009, his three daughters and a
niece died in an Israeli bombardment in an attack on Gaza. In honour of the memory of his
daughters, he created the foundation Daughters for Life, which grants scholarships to university
students and develops leadership skills among women in the Middle East. This incredible story is
told  in  I  Shall  Not  Hate (2010)  in  which  Abuelaish  talks  about  his  efforts  to  stimulate



reconciliation in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and reflects on a revolutionary conviction: the
rejection of hate. In conversation with Juan Carlos Pérez. 
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available

[43] 19:00 – 20:00 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)
Stories. María Fernanda Ampuero and Yael Weiss in conversation with Nivardo Trejo
The writer and journalist María Fernanda Ampuero (Ecuador) has published a compilation of her
columns for  Fucsia magazine,  Lo que aprendí en la peluquería  (2011), and the collection of
reports  on  Ecuadorian  migration  to  Spain,  Permiso  de  residencia  (2013).  She  has  recently
published her  first  book of fiction,  the short  story collection  Pelea de gallos (2019),  whose
stories are related to the ideas of home and family, falling in and out of love, solidarity and
solitude, power and abuse: how lives pass together in the same space. The publisher, translator
and writer Yael Weiss (Mexico) is Digital Editor of the Revista de la Universidad de México and
presenter  at  TV  UNAM.  Her  first  book  of  short  stories,  Hematoma  (2019)  has  just  been
published. They will talk to Nivardo Trejo. 

[44] 19:00 – 20:00 Patio de la Delegación del centro histórico
Reading  and  thinking.  Santiago  Auserón,  Wolfram  Eilenberger  and  Diamela  Eltit  in
conversation with Felipe Rosete
Santiago  Auserón  (Spain)  has  a  degree  in  Philosophy  and  Humanities  from  Madrid’s
Complutense  University,  and is  a  composer  and musician.  In  2015 he  became a  Doctor  of
Philosophy with his thesis about the meeting points of philosophy and music,  “Music in the
foundations  of  the  logos”.  The  writer,  journalist  and  philosopher,  Wolfram  Eilenberger
(Germany),  has  recently  published  Zeit  der Zauberer:  Das große Jahrzehnt  der Philosophie
1919-1929,  a  brilliant  philosophical  study  of  the philosophers  Ludwig  Wittgenstein,  Walter
Benjamin,  Ernst  Cassirer  and  Martin  Heidegger.  Diamela  Eltit  (Chile)  is  a  graduate  of  the
Faculty of Philosophy and Humanities of the University of Chile.  From the ground-breaking
entry onto the literary scene of her first novel, Lumpérica, in 1983, involving a public reading in
a brothel,  in her work she has explored major themes of human social  experience including
symbolic  violence,  gender  identity,  impunity,  class  struggle,  hegemony,  oppression  and
censorship. They will talk to the Mexican publisher Felipe Rosete.
With the support of the Goethe-Institute

[45] 19:00 – 20:00 Jardín Guerrero
Poetry reading with Elvira Sastre and Andrea Valbuena
Two voices  from the  old  continent  recite  their  verses  at  this  special  reading.  Elvira  Sastre
(Spain),  winner  of  the  Emiliano  Barral  Prize  and  the  Biblioteca  Breve  Prize  (2019),  began
writing poetry aged 12. At 15 she started publishing with the blog Relocos y Recuerdos, and has
so far published the poetry books Cuarenta y tres maneras de soltarse el pelo (2013), Baluarte
(2014),  Ya nadie baila (2015),  La soledad de un cuerpo acostumbrado a la herida (2016) and
Aquella  orilla  nuestra (2018).  Andrea  Valbuena  (Spain)  publishes  poetry  on  his  blog
conlopuestoypalabras, inspired in the use of this format by Elvira Sastre.  He has published the
poetry books Una tormenta tropical lleva mi nombre (2014, self-published), Mágoa (2016) and
Si el silencio tomara la palabra (2018). 
With the support of Acción Cultural Española 



[46] 21:00 Cineteca
Screening of The Aftermath, presented by Rhidian Brook
A film based on the novel of the same name by the British writer Rhidian Brook, directed by
James Kent and starring Keira Knightley, Alexander Skarsgård and Jason Clarke. The Aftermath
is set in Germany in 1946, and the country has been devastated by the war. The film begins when
Rachael Morgan arrives in Hamburg to be reunited with her husband Lewis, a British Army
colonel, and unexpectedly discovers that she and her husband are to share their new home with
the former owners of the house, a German widower and his daughter. Enmity, deception and
passion set the rhythm of this captivating story of the reconstruction of a ruined life. 
Language: English with Spanish subtitles 
Duration: 108 minutes

[47] 21:30 Teatro de la Ciudad 
Talk and musical improvisation: Lol Tolhurst
Lol Tolhurst (United Kingdom), founding member of one of the most famous bands in rock
history, The Cure, composer, producer and member of other musical projects such as Presence
and Levinhurst, is a legendary figure in the rock world. With over half a century as a drummer
and keyboard player, this music scene veteran steals the show.
Simultaneous translation from English to Spanish available
With the support of the British Council

[48] 21:30 Teatro de la República
Encabronados. Play
The translator and writer Lenin Calderón has adapted for the theatre the book  Encabronados,
which  was published in  2017 by Julio  Hernández,  “Astillero”.  The play is  a  portrait  of  the
indignation of Mexican society faced with the incompetence, cynicism, corruption and impunity
of the Mexican elite, and the stories of violence and drug trafficking that the country deals with
every day. This work of political  cabaret  is directed by Marta Luna,  a graduate of Prague’s
Faculty of Theatre, and stages the spectrum of problems that Mexico has to struggle with.

SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER

[49] 11:00 – 12:00 Teatro de la Ciudad
Political analysts on the fourth transformation. Julio Hernández in conversation with Jacobo
García
Would it be true to say “change of government, change of paradigm”? Three of Mexico’s most
high-profile  journalists  talk  about  covering  the  context  of  the  “fourth  transformation”.  Julio
Hernández was named by Forbes magazine as the third most influential journalist on Twitter in
2015. This press, television and Internet journalist gives video talks that circulate on the social
media, and from Monday to Friday publishes his Astillero column in La Jornada. He has written
Las horas contadas del PRI (1997) and Encabronados (2019), a work of political commentary
on the current Mexican scene. He is currently the editorial director of Radio Centro. He will talk
about this with the journalist Jacobo García. 



[50] 11:00 – 12:00 Cineteca
Poets. Leire Bilbao,  Alys Conran, Juan Carlos Franco and Isabel Zapata in conversation
with Eduardo de la Garma
Leire Bilbao (Spain) is  a Basque writer  of children’s  literature and poetry.  Her latest  poetry
book, Entre escamas (2019), has been published in a bilingual Spanish-Basque edition. Some of
her poems have been translated into English, Romanian, Latvian, Czech, Swedish, Mandarin and
Galician.  The  award-winning  writer  Alys  Conran  (United  Kingdom)  is  the  Cymrawd
Rhyngwladol  Cymru  Greadigol  –  Hay  Festival  2019-20  /  Creative  Wales  Hay  Festival
International Fellow 2019-20. She has published the novels Pigeon (2016) and Dignity (2019),
as well as a body of poetic work. Juan Carlos Franco (Mexico) is a writer, dramatist and essayist.
He was fellow at the Foundation of Mexican Letters  (2017-2018).  He has published several
works, some of which blur the lines between theatre, poetry and fiction, such as Soñé una ciudad
amurallada and Trilogía del reino. Isabel Zapata (Mexico) has a Politics degree, is the founder
of Antílope publishers and is the author of the non-fiction work Alberca vacía (2019), the poetry
collection Las noches son así (2018) and the recent poetry book Una ballena es un país (2019).
They talk to Eduardo de la Garma.

[51] 11:00 – 12:00 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)
Santiago Gamboa in conversation with Juan Carlos Pérez
The Colombian writer, philologist, diplomat and journalist Santiago Gamboa is the author of ten
novels, a short story collection, a book of essays and three books of travel writing, as well as
being a tireless explorer of the world; he will present his latest book, Será larga la noche (2019).
They talk to Juan Carlos Pérez. 

[52] 11:00 – 12.00 Patio de la Delegación del Centro Histórico
Élmer Mendoza in conversation with Irma Gallo 
The writer, dramatist and professor Élmer Mendoza (Mexico) is one of the great detective and
narcoliterature writers. In 2018 he published the latest book in the series of adventures of Lefty
Mendieta, Asesinato en el Parque Sinaloa. Edgar “Lefty” Mendieta, tired of violence and having
to find refuge in a whisky bottle, has decided to leave the police force, until the request of a
friend, Abel Sánchez, calls him back to his profession: they have discovered the body of Abel’s
son in Sinaloa Park. Now, finding Pedro Sánchez’s murderer is Mendieta’s duty. Élmer Mendoza
talks to Irma Gallo.

[HF6] 11:00 – 12:00 Jardín Guerrero
How to  write  your  own story.  Raquel  Castro  and Alberto  Chimal  in  conversation  with
Imanol Martínez 
The creative writing manual and notebook for beginner writers, Cómo escribir tu propia historia
(2018),  is  the  new  book  by  Raquel  Castro  and  Alberto  Chimal,  full  of  advice,  exercises,
activities, experiences and comments connected to the act of writing. The authors talk about the
process of creating this guide for aspiring authors. 

[53] 13:00 – 14:00 Teatro de la Ciudad
Diamela Eltit in conversation with Guillermo Núñez
The Chilean writer Diamela Eltit won the 2018 National Literature Prize, Chile’s highest literary



award. In 1983 she published her first novel, Lumpérica, a milestone of resistance given that it
was created during Pinochet’s dictatorship,  when strict censorship was in place.  In her latest
book,  Sumar  (2018), the world’s workers go out into the streets in lively protest against  the
capitalist system they are immersed in; the novel’s main characters are Casimiro Barrios, Aurora
Rojas and Ángela Muñoz, street vendors and peddlers on their way to the Palacio de la Moneda.
In conversation with Guillermo Núñez.

[54] 13:00 – 14:00 Cineteca
Towards a culture for all. María Fernanda Ampuero, Gabriela Jauregui and Isabel Zapata
in conversation with Gaby Wood
Mexican  publishing  has  been  shaken  by  the  #metoo  movement  which  brought  a  wave  of
accusations  against  writers,  editors  and  other  worker  in  the  industry,  which  revealed  the
prevalence of sexist culture; in Argentina the #niunamenos movement was brought into being,
and in Chile many artists participated in #conocetucanon. María Fernanda Ampuero (Ecuador),
Gabriela Jauregui (Mexico) and Isabel Zapata (Mexico) talk to Gaby Wood (United Kingdom)
and offer us insights into the echoes of this movement around the Americas, its effects on the
production and publishing of work by women, and the context of feminism today.

[55] 13:00 – 14:00 Museo de la Ciudad (salón multiusos)
Luis Jorge Boone and Carlos Velázquez in conversation with Irma Gallo
The Coahuila  authors  Luis  Jorge  Boone and  Carlos  Velázquez  offer  portraits  of  a  raw and
decadent northern Mexico. Luis Jorge Boone has set his latest novel, Toda la soledad del centro
de la Tierra  (2019), in a town overwhelmed by austerity,  dereliction and violence.  Here,  El
Chaparro  –as he is called by his grandmother–, appears. This child, who is searching for his
parents,  hides  in  a  wardrobe  when  he  feels  threatened  and  gives  voice  to  those  who  have
disappeared from the town. The most recent book by Carlos Velázquez,  Despachador de pollo
frito, includes six short stories where the author brings back sordid characters with which he
filled the pages of La marrana negra de la literatura rosa. In his sixth short story book stories of
fat people like the one who gives the book its title, or eccentric individuals like a classical music
conductor who wants to conduct and orchestra while cosplaying as Sailor Moon cannot be left
out. They talk about their work with Irma Gallo. 

[56] 13:00 – 14:00 Patio de la Delegación
Biodiversity Today: Taking Care of our Planet. Rafael Lira and Tiziana Ulian in 
conversation with Andrés Rozental
This conversation with Doctor Rafael Lira (UNAM) and Doctor Tiziana Ulian from the Royal 
Botanical Gardens (United Kingdom) explores our comprehension of plants in nature while we 
fight to protect biodiversity from the different dangers that threaten it. Using some examples of 
the work of scientists at Kew Gardens in Mexico and other countries, we will analyze our 
relationship with nature, our priorities and we will see how science can help us with some 
solutions. In conversation with Kew Gardens’ Ambassador Andrés Rozental. 
With the support of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 

[HF7] 13:00 – 14:00 Explanada de la Delegación Cayetano Rubio 
Rat heaven. Luigi Amara and Trino in conversation with Paulina del Collado



El  paraíso  de  las  ratas  (2018)  is  the  brilliant  graphic  novel  written  by  Luigi  Amara  and
illustrated by Trino. In this entertaining fable about the rodent counterculture and underworld of
Paris, the rat Ezequiel reflects on the degenerate society in which he lives and tries everything he
is capable of to escape from that reality. Living among radioactive rats and banquets of bones,
olives and worms, Ezequiel searches for his lost sisters, the white rats, in the hope of overcoming
his surroundings.

[HD7] 12:00 – 13:00 h Auditorio Centro Cultural Manuel Gómez Morín
Enriqueta Arias, Roberto Granados and Christiane Pietsch in conversation with Edgar 
Sánchez
We find ourselves before the biggest urban art movement in the history of art,  a moment in
which the cities of the world are filled with color and symbols. What creative forces and social
ideals move urban art today? In this conversation, a group of renowned producers will share their
experiences so as to inspire the world to talk about our differences and affinities. Human beings
wish to live in inclusive cities in peace and prosperity. Urban art makes its contribution to this
dream by encouraging conversations that may reconcile different urban cultures in the identity
fractal. With the founder of the Artsynonym project, Enriqueta Arias (Mexico); the director of the
Meeting of Styles event, Roberto Granados “Gerso” (Mexico) and the scientific consultant of the
production  company  behind  the  Urban  Nation  Museum,  Yes  and  Pro,  Christiane  Pietsch
(Germany). They will talk to the founder of Nueve Arte Urbano, Edgar Sánchez. 
Consecutive translation from English to Spanish available

[56b] 13:00 – 14:30 Jardín Guerrero
Screening of the documentary Sin tregua. Followed by a discussion with Diego Luna, Diego
Rabasa and Brenda Rangel in conversation with BBC
Sin tregua is a documentary film that deals with the problem of forced disappearance in Mexico.
From the beginnings of the so-called War Against Drugs initiated in 2006 by the then president
Felipe Calderón, the figures for disappearances in Mexico increased dramatically. Currently the
official statistics give a figure in the region of forty thousand people who have disappeared in the
country. Sin tregua looks at this terrible phenomenon based on the testimony of six women (nine
out of every ten people who are seeking a loved one are women) which tells  of the hellish
journey they have had to take after the sudden disappearance of a daughter, son, husband or
brother (eight out of every ten people who disappear are men). Using the voices of experts who
examine and give context to the testimony, Sin tregua reveals the poverty of the Mexican justice
system, the incredible impunity which exists in the country and the corrosive link between the
State and organized crime.
Language: Spanish - Duration: 25 minutes
The screening will be followed by a conversation between  Diego Luna, from El día después,
Brenda  Ivonne  Rangel,  funder  of  the  Organización  Desaparecidos  Justicia  en  el  Estado  de
Querétaro and co-funder of Fuerzas Unidas por Nuestros Desaparecidos en México (FUNDEM)
and the Movimiento Nacional por nuestros Desaparecidos, and Diego Rabasa, director of the
film. In conversation with Claudia Ivonne Hernández.

[57] 17:00 – 18:00 Teatro de la Ciudad
México Bizarro II. Julio Patán and Alejandro Rosas



After the publishing success of México Bizarro, Julio Patán and Alejandro Rosas continue with
the surprising and incisive approach of their first sharply humorous book, with México Bizarro II
(2019). Historical characters, forbidden themes such as politics and football, urban legends and
what it means to be Mexican are all covered in this collection of texts. Patán and Rosas burrow
into the past to find strange, startling,  ironic and absurd stories in order to portray a Mexico
affectionately yet critically, with no airs and no pretences.

[58] 17:00 – 18:40 Cineteca
Screening of L´Accabadora
In the 1940s, Cagliari was a big city for those who came from small towns. Annetta arrives just
as Italy goes to war and the Allies bomb the country. In Cagliari nobody knows anything about
this woman, who seems to be keeping a terrible secret about her past. She says she is seeking her
niece, Tecla, and she finds work and accommodation with a wealthy family who leave her to
look after their mansion. Later, Annetta escapes from the city, fleeing the war. A film by Enrico
Pau with  Donatella Finocchiaro, Barry Ward, Carolina Crescentini, Sara Serraiocco and Anita
Kravos.
Language: Italian with subtitles in Spanish
Duration: 94 minutes
With the support of the Istituto Italiano de Cultura

[59] 17:00 – 18:00 Jardín Guerrero 
The Hay, illustrated. With Dr. Alderete, Elisa Arguilé, Bef, Renata Matínez Fonseca and
Trino, presentado por Laura García
This  fun  event  features  the  illustrators  Dr.  Alderete  (Argentina),  Elisa  Arguilé  (Spain),  Bef
(Mexico), Renata Martínez Fonseca (México) and Trino (Mexico) who accept the challenge of
improvising drawings and illustrations, live, creating with their pens, and in open to interaction
with  the  audience.  The afternoon will  be  illustrated  with  themes  from their  work,  everyday
experiences, events of the moment and suggestions by the public. Presented by the writers Laura
García.
With the support of Acción Cultural Española 


